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The Diaries of Christina Mancini

Behind the concept by Rotorro

Born 5th June 1970 in Sorrento, Italy, Christina (Chrisy) Mancini was the daughter of Donato Mancini, a Physi-
cist/engineer and Roma Mancini (poet, rtd).

Christina was the second of the Mancinis’ two children (her brother died before she was born) and enjoyed a 
close relationship with her father who, according to her diaries, doted on her. This relationship was no doubt 
strengthened by the mutual experience of coping with Roma’s degenerative mental illness which reached crisis 
point in the early 80s leading to her confinement in a mental hospital in Pallermo, Sicily, following a suicide 
attempt. 

Outside of his family relationships Donato coped with this experience by immersing himself  obsessively in a 
personal dream inspired by his idol Auguste Piccard (designer, ‘Trieste’). His vision of many years had been to 
design and build the craft that would make the 2nd, documented, manned descent to the deepest part of the 
earth’s hydrosphere, Challenger Deep, beneath the Philippine Sea near the US territory of Guam. This was a 
dream, with the help of his daughter, he came very close to achieving. However, having completed construction 
of his own (self-funded) version of the ‘Trieste’ (the first to make the dive in 1960), simply named ‘Yscape’, his 
dream ended. In 1988, following health problems which subsequently led to his death in January 1990, his work 
on the project ceased. This left a young Mancini effectively alone in the family’s cliff-side residence on the 
Sorrento Coast.

From her diaries we can see that Mancini Jnr suffered deeply from the shadows cast by her own demons (and 
perhaps those of her mother and hence the death of her brother) and this may explain what seems to be an 
almost unhealthy dependance on Donato, viewed in hindsight. This fact was no better evidenced than by the 
actions taken following his demise. Her diary is silent for this period but takes up again after a time her few 
friends note only by her absence from their lives. In fact, apart from being present for the burial of Donato, her 
friends were never to see her alive again.

The rest of her story is taken from her diary which was recovered from the seabed by Triton 36000/3. The diary 
was located in a sealed container of unknown manufacture or origin...the container itself remains the topic of 
heated debate among specialists...many believing it and the diary to be part of an elaborate scientific hoax (the 
diary and container were only later submitted for official analysis). What is evident (from Sorrento Port Authority 
records) is that the 19 year old set sail, piloting her father’s boat ‘Sfida’, at 7.20am on the 21st May 1990 on a 
‘diving expedition’. It is now clear that the boat was carrying ‘Yscape’ and that Christina planned to complete the 
dive her father, in life, had failed to make. Neither the boat nor the submersible were ever recovered.

There are many unexplained parts of her story. As a result of research into the meticulously detailed plans for 
‘Yscape’ it is apparent that timed diary entries continue long after the air in the submersible should have run out. 
It has been argued that, given her obvious state of mental unbalance, she may simply have lost track. ‘Believers’ 
say that by the time the air ran out she didn’t need it anyway.

Her diaries of the journey to the dive site and the dive itself tell the story of a human being experiencing a 
profound state of grief which led, we can only assume, to psychosis and suicide. However, taken on face value, 
they seem to tell the story of a woman who came to believe that she was not alone in the depths. Through the 
medium of her diary she asserts (with remarkable clarity) that “...humankind had been largely wrong to look to 
the heavens for another form of sentient life in the universe...”. She goes on to claim that “...to do that with any 
degree of certainty you really need to be floating on the surface of the ocean...looking down.”.

I have and always will be a dreamer which is maybe why every once in a while I wake up after a remarkable one 
and I actually remember it. The dream that inspired this piece occurred in the waking hours of 30th July 2012 and 
made me realise it was a story i’d been writing, through my more downtempo tracks, for many months. So it was 
just a case of picking up the pieces, putting them together in the right order and filling in a few missing gaps (as 
well as putting it into a context, verbally). 
Dreams don’t have to make sense but sometimes they’re so real they nearly do...this was one of those dreams 
(with a few temporal anomalies to gloss over). The events detailed above were just kind of a ‘given’ in the dream 
as these things are and, although the experience wasn’t as specific with dates as my introduction, the ones I’ve 
assigned do fit the ‘feel’ nicely. I also thought it would be helpful to add some places, people and things for 
context. 
The album, conceptually telling Christina’s story and hence the essence of the dream, is available as separate 
tracks or as a mixed version for free download.

Rotorro, August, 2012
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Side 1.

1. Death & Anger (detailing the time Mancini learns of her father’s death and the time immediately after  
 wards)
 
2. One Foot in the Sea (a ghost of hope through the journey to the dive site)

3. Bathyscape to the Ocean Floor (of the journey to the sea bed)

4. Chrisy’s Descent (a slow deterioration of the mental state)

5. Black [originally by Kine Hjeldnes]* (clarity through the realisation that there is not enough oxygen to   
 return, of madness, of the appearance of peripheral shadows)

6. Lights, Last Minutes Inside (surrender of the physical, acceptance and the final minutes inside the 
 submerisble)

Side 2.

1. Yscape Tape (mixed by Rotorro). Part i. Death & Anger 0’00”. Part II. One Foot In The Sea 6’45”. Psrt III.  
 Bathyscape to the Ocean Floor 15’20”. Part IV. Chrisy’s Descent 23’47”. Part V. Black* 30’35”. Part VI.  
 Lights, Last Minutes Outside 7’30”.

*All tracks composed, produced and mixed by Rotorro except track 5 which is a Rotorro interpretation of the song 
‘Black’ originally by Kine Hjeldnes, vocals on this track also by Kine Hjeldnes. All tracks licensed under Creative 
Commons 3.0 (Attribution, Non-Commercial, No Derivative Works)
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Yscape by Rotorro is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported 
License.
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